
 

6.21.21 

 

Bishop Lawrence Persico statement on last week’s vote at the USCCB  

regarding the drafting of a statement on Eucharist: 

 

I voted in favor of having the document drafted because it is not possible to have a fruitful 

discussion about a document that is still in the form of an outline. We need to have the committee 

put pen to paper so we can have a good dialogue.  

Unfortunately, the initial reporting on the vote by the members of the United States 

Conference of Catholic Bishops has been inaccurate. The vote was strictly about whether or not to 

begin drafting a document on the importance and meaning of the Eucharist for all Catholics.  

As the result of a survey last year, we learned that many Catholics do not have a full 

understanding about what the church teaches on this centrality of our faith.  

The bishops of the U.S. are planning a national pastoral and educational effort  

on this important topic. It’s my hope the document will bring clarity and unity,  

not only among the bishops, but also among Catholics. 

If there is additional text that flows onto the next page, then the last line  

will say the following at the end of the page: 

- more – 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.14.25 

 

Erie Catholic School System announces closing of Blessed Sacrament School  

at the end of the academic school year 

 

The board of directors for the Erie Catholic School System have announced that Blessed Sacrament School 

will close at the end of the 2024-2025 academic year. The system cited continuous decline in enrollment as 

the largest determining factor.   

 

The Erie Catholic School System engaged the services of Meitler Consulting – a national firm focused on 

Catholic education – to conduct a growth and vitality study for the six schools within the system, working 

with key stakeholders to collect data from parents, teachers and administrators as well as analyzing financial 

and operational data.  

 

The Meitler Plan is the first step toward a larger, multi-year strategic planning process that will focus on how 

Catholic education in Erie can better address the evolving needs of the community.  

 

“While the closure of a school is always disappointing, I am grateful to the Erie Catholic School System 

board of directors for their leadership in this decision,” said the Most Rev. Lawrence T. Persico, bishop of 

Erie, “By thinking strategically for our future, we can ensure that every student, no matter their school, 

receives a high-quality, faith-based education with the support they need to thrive.”  

- more - 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The Erie Catholic School System is also in the final round of interviews for a new president for the system 

as Dr. Sam Signorino, who came out of retirement to serve as interim president of Erie Catholic when the 

need arose in 2023, steps back into retirement.  

 

The Erie Catholic School System Board of Directors worked with the Catholic Schools Office to appoint a 

transition team under the leadership of Janice Whiteman, Transition Director, to ensure a smooth transition 

for school families, faculty, administrators and the school system in the coming months.  

 

Opening its doors in the fall of 1939, Blessed Sacrament was staffed by the Sisters of St. Joseph for 

generations. During its heyday in the mid-1950s, the school added ten rooms to its floorplan, 

accommodating more than 1,000 students.  Today’s enrollment for students stands at 178.  

 

Read more from the Erie Catholic School System here: 

 www.eriecatholic.org/erie-catholic-announces-blessed-sacrament-school-to-close-this-year. 
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https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.eriecatholic.org%2Ferie-catholic-announces-blessed-sacrament-school-to-close-this-year&data=05%7C02%7Ckrilling%40eriercd.org%7C8cd2ddbe8bc843a9e08c08dd4c778693%7C968a42ce1ef844a8bef915f938fc6507%7C0%7C0%7C638750798450241378%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=IQPtYJvRUKFiUCtcK37VGYvfoo0IKSdUaMAzgC2Dvy8%3D&reserved=0

